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Westfalia Fruit Launches 2 new rootstocks

Theo Bekker, Wilna Stones, Consuelo Fernandez, Stefan Köhne, Zelda van Rooyen



Brief History

• Westfalia has been testing and selecting avocado rootstocks for more than 40 
years. 

• In 2003, Dusa® was released, which became the leader in the avocado world, with 
more than 1 million trees sold in 2022. 

• Evaluation of new rootstocks has continued, with Dusa® as the industry standard. 

• The South African Avocado Growers’ Association part-funded a programme in the 
early 2000’s



Origin and Ownership

Fire tower (FT) - Leola

64 trees, all 3 races. Geographically isolated.

• P.c tolerance 

• Salt tolerance 

• Good mothers (precocious and high yielding) 

• Good rootstocks 

Westfalia Super-tree Unit (WSU) – Zerala

• Seedling trees, superior yields for several 
successive years 

• Induced to grow shoots and then cloned.

Ownership

• Both Westfalia Fruit and SAAGA contributed resources.

• Ownership of any selections commercialized would be 
shared on an equity basis.

WSU

Fire Tower
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Seedlings subjected to  
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and retested
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Phase 4 – Staggered commercialization

Seedlings subjected to  
Phytophthora cinnamomi in a 
mistbed; Survivors are cloned 
and retested

Phase 1 - Mistbed

Production is the key driver 
for rootstock 

commercialisation 



Why these 
rootstocks?



Why Leola®?



Why Zerala®?



Availability



Availability

Available for commercial sale:

• USA

• South Africa

Testing Continues

• Chile

• Peru

• Colombia

• Australia*

Testing Completed

NZ* 

Testing to Commence

• Israel

• India

• Brazil

Westfalia works closely with 
Brokaw Nursery and other 
industry partners to continue the 
testing and commercialisation of 
these rootstocks

If you are interested to test these 
rootstocks, please contact us. 



Westfalia launches LEOLA® and 
ZERALA® with pride and 
confidence, and with great 
expectation that these rootstocks 
will make a major contribution to 
the avocado world by delivering 
good and consistent yields




